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In 1903, young Moon Shadow, 8, leaves his native China to join his father in 

San Francisco, where he encounters both prejudice and friendship from Amer-

icans, becomes involved in intrigue among his expatriots in Chinatown, and 

learns to understand his idealistic and often impractical father.  Both a sensi-

tive boy’s growing-up story and a revealing historical novel, it excels in convey-

ing the immigrant experience against a background of innovation in aviation and the San Francisco 

earthquake. 
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